
1971-2021 

March / April 2023 

RELAY CHATTER      
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE JOLIET AREA THEATER ORGAN ENTHUSIASTS   

WWW.JATOE.ORG  &  FACEBOOK                          

  DON WALKER, NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  JATOEBARTON@GMAIL.COM 

 RICK STEINKE, CO-NEWSLETTER EDITOR: RickB1209@outlook.com 

 

JATOE HELPS STUDENTS PRACTICE 

When Sarah Randolph retired from the Lockport School district last year, she really didn't retire completely. 

She continues to spread and encourage her love for music to others, especially students. Sarah has offered 

free piano and organ lessons to whoever would like them. How generous is that to give of her time to 

continue to teach. She really is a remarkable giving person. Sarah called me and told me that two of the 

student volunteers that help us out in October had taken her up on her offer for free lessons on the piano. 

Sarah gives these lessons by appointment at the First Presbyterian Church on Western Ave and Raynor Ave 

in Joliet.  Sarah told me how they come for their lessons but they don’t have anything at home to practice on 

at home. Well we all know that is not a good situation. I said, “let me see what I can do about that”. I 

explained to the JATOE Board about  this situation and asked them if JATOE would purchase two 

electronic keyboards for them to practice on at home. It was a resounding YES!. On January 16th I 

presented the keyboards to the two students at the church. Not only them but their families were 

overwhelmed by JATOE’s generosity. What better can we do as a musical organization then to encourage 

young people in learning music by playing the piano and organ. We thank Jacquelyn and Ashley and all the 

students that help at our socials. All of you, our members have a part in this too. If it was not for you, 

JATOE would not be able to do this. We really do have a very special organization and an outstanding 

membership.  

By Joel Martis 

http://www.jatoe.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JATOE
mailto:jatoebarton@gmail.com
mailto:RickB1209@outlook.com


Joliet Area Theater Organ Enthusiasts 

Annual Renewal Form 
Please Print or affix an address sticker 

 

Name __________________________________________ Phone (______) _______________________ 

 

Address __________________________________________ City ___________________State ______ 

 

Zip Code _____________E-Mail _______________________@________________________________ 

 

Our Newsletter is sent by email unless the by mail box is checked           

 
JATOE Annual Membership Dues $40.00 

(Any Amount over $40.00 is Tax Deductible) 

 

Make checks payable to: JATOE 

 

Mail this form and remittance  

before March 31st to: 

 

Jim Patak 

1406 Mandel Ave 

Westchester, Ill 60154 

 

PLEASE DO NOT SEND THIS FORM TO THE RIALTO 
 

Signature ____________________________________________Date ____________________________ 

                                              

 

Parent or Guardian Signature (if under 18 years of age) ___________________________________ 

        

 

                                                                         

Thank You for your continued support of JATOE and its mission to care for and maintain the Rialto’s  

Barton Grande Theater Pipe Organ. 

Annual Dues Amounts 

                Students             $15.00 

                Regular              $40.00 

                Supporting         $50.00 

                Sponsoring        $100.00 

                Sustaining          $500.00 

Presidents Club  $1000.00 

 
(Any Amount over $40.00 is Tax De-



SUNDAY, MARCH  5th at 2 PM 

JELANI EDDINGTON 
Enter 121 Scott St.  Stage Doors open at 1:30 pm Show starts at 2:00 pm. Bring Refreshments! 

 

During the years that Jelani Eddington has given concerts, he has easily estab-
lished himself as one of the most prominent and sought-after artists on the con-
cert circuit.  Jelani has performed in most of the major concert venues throughout 
the United States, has toured extensively abroad, and has received numerous 
awards and recognitions, including his selection as the 2001 Theatre Organist Of 
The Year. 

Jelani Eddington was born in Muncie, Indiana and grew up in a very musical 
family.  Between the interests of his mother, a professional music teacher of 
many years, and those of his grandmother, a well-respected piano instructor, it 
was no surprise when Jelani demonstrated an inclination toward music at a very 
early age. 

Shortly after beginning piano instruction at the age of four, Jelani began studying 
classical piano under the direction of his grandmother.  At the age of eight, a trip 
to hear the 4-manual 42-rank Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ installed in the Indian-
apolis, Indiana restaurant, the Paramount Music Palace, introduced Jelani to the 
sounds of the theatre pipe organ.  Soon thereafter, he began to pursue classical 
organ lessons and ultimately began studying theatre organ under the direction 
of  John Ferguson, whose skills as a theatre organ instructor have been highly 
acclaimed internationally. 

At the age of 13, Jelani won the American Theatre Organ Society’s Young Thea-
tre Organist Competition, prevailing over competitors ages 13-21 from the Unit-
ed States, England, Australia, and New Zealand.  Jelani remains the youngest 
competitor ever to win this title.  Jelani went on to graduate Magna Cum Laude 
from Indiana University in 1996, and later received a Juris Doctor degree from 
the Yale Law School in 1999, after which time he was admitted to practice law 
in New York and later in Wisconsin. 

During the course of his concert career, Jelani has been featured at numerous 
national and regional conventions of the American Theatre Organ Society, and 
has toured extensively throughout the world.  He has also produced and market-
ed over 30 theatre organ albums on some of the best-known and most dynamic 
instruments in the country. 

In 2014, Jelani became the first—and to date only—musician to have a video of 

his theatre organ performance go “viral.”  Within a few short weeks, Jelani’s per-

formance of John William’s Star Wars Symphonic Suite was viewed on 

YouTube over 1 million times in more than 200 countries around the world.  As 

of 2016, that video has earned more than 2.2 million views worldwide. 

Jelani has something 

special planned for 

us.  You will not want 

to miss this social!   



 
Welcome to JATOE! 

Please welcome Keith Lencho 

and Shirley Mostyn. Keith comes 

to us from Skokie and Shirley 

from Joliet. 



Click on the link below to register on line or fill out 

the paper form and mail it. 
Online Registration: www.atos.org/convention 

 

Registration is OPEN  

Convention Schedule 

SUNDAY, JULY 2 – PRE-GLOW 
The Pre-Glow begins with a visit to the incomparable 
Sanfilippo Estate. Richard Hills will be featured at the 
5/80 Wurlitzer. After the concert we will adjourn to the 
pavilion to ride the historic 1890 carousel. 

MONDAY, JULY 3 
MORNING:  Walt Strony at Mundelein. 4/21 Mundelein 
Organ 
AFTERNOON: Membership Meeting / No Host Cocktail 
Party 
EVENING: Dave Wickerham at the Rialto Theatre. 
4/27 Barton Grande 

TUESDAY, JULY 4 
MORNING: Justin Stahl at the Tivoli Theatre. 3/10 
Wurlitzer 
AFTERNOON: YTOC and Aaron Hawthorne at the 
Arcada Theatre. 3/19 Geneva Marr/Colton 
EVENING: July 4th Celebration at the Hotel. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5 
MORNING: Workshops/Seminars/Open Console at the 
Hotel. 
AFTERNOON: Award Ceremony / Luncheon 
EVENING: Tedde Gibson silent movie “Captain 
January” at the Arcada Theatre. 3/19 
Geneva/Marr Colton 

THURSDAY, JULY 6 
MORNING: Brett Valliant at Mundelein. 4/21 
Mundelein Organ 
AFTERNOON: Member Forum/Seminars 
EVENING: ATOS Finale – Simon Gledhill at the Rialto. 
4/27 Barton Grande 

FRIDAY, JULY 7 – AFTER-GLOW 

The afterglow will feature a visit to Organ Piper Pizza and 

Carma Labs. 

Zach Frame will perform on the 3/30 Wurlitzer  at 

Organ Piper Pizza 

Jelani Eddington will perform on the 4/90 Wurlitzer  at 

Carma Labs. 

Sheraton Hotel  
FOR 2023 
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